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	Plans for honorary park taking shape
By Chris Roark, Staff Writer
(Created: Friday, March 13, 2009 5:09 PM CDT)


Not only is Flower Mound set to get its first all-green subdivision with the development of Rheudasil Farms, the town should get a new honorary park out of it.

Thursday, the town’s Parks, Arts and Library Services (PALS) Board unanimously voted to recommend to the planning and zoning commission and the town council park land dedication or fees in lieu of the otherwise dedicated park land and park development fees for the 5.443-acre development.

The development will be located south of FM 3040, along the west side of Lexington Avenue.

Rheudasil Farms will pay a public park dedication fee of approximately $24,000, as required by town ordinance, and will build a 2.7-acre park adjacent to the Rheudasil Farms development.

Leadership Park will honor some of Flower Mound’s past pioneers, such as the town’s founding father and former mayor Bob Rheudasil.

The private park, which will be open to the public but maintained by the Rheudasil Farms HOA, will consist of a crushed granite trail, which makes use of a pervious material to eliminate water runoff, as well as low-drought planting and a tie-in to an existing natural trail.

Six- to 10-foot boulders from the property will display plaques honoring past and present leaders.

“The park is a major feature for Rheudasil Farms,” said Mark Glover, president of Rheudasil Farms and Rheudasil’s son-in-law. “It’s a special thing that Bob Rheudasil is doing, and it’s his way of giving back to the town. The park will recognize early leaders when the area first started settling in the 1800s and when it was incorporated in the 1960s. It will also recognize the concept of leadership and hope for future leaders.”

PALS members who toured the property were thrilled with the future park as well as the rest of the development.

“Their plan of using rocks out of the river bed for markers for the leaders of our town is a very reverent idea, and it’s natural,” said Norma Krueger, PALS chair. “This is a beautiful piece of property. You think that you’ve seen all of the beautiful places in Flower Mound, but then you see this. The fact that this is a green development is a win-win for the town.”

Krueger said she also liked the fact that many flowers will be transplanted to the property, and several trees will be saved. Glover said of the 200-plus trees on the property, only five will be removed.

Then, there’s the historic 1850s wagon trail located at the north part of the property, which Krueger said many people probably didn’t know existed.

Preliminary plans for the site include eight restricted/exclusive lots. There would be 10,000- to 15,000-square foot lots that feature homes all meeting Leadership Energy Environmental Design (LEED) and NAHB certification. Glover said this would be the first neighborhood in which both standards are required.

All homes would be required to be constructed with sustainable materials. For example, Glover said ways that water is caught and redirected would be taken into consideration. Also, a standing seam metal roof is an option because of its better reflecting ability and its low maintenance requirements.

Following approval by P&Z and town council, construction on streets and utilities could begin in June, Glover said, and home construction could begin by July or August.




